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with that of science (p. 13). In this connection he indulges in a 
characteristic soliloquy to the effect that, while various sciences deal 
with relatively isolated aspects of man, there is no science of man 
as a whole, and that this particular method of interpretation is left 
to art (p. 211). Here he ignores, or is ignorant of, the chief aim 
and purpose of sociology, which is to discover the whole man and 
to relate him quantitatively and qualitatively to his group-life. His 
statement that there is no unity in the objective world and that its 
seeming unity is the product of the unity of consciousness (p. 59) 
will not be accepted by those who look upon consciousness as simply 
the correlate of so much of the external world as has influenced the 
individual with the consciousness. The candid experimental psy- 
chologist might even regard the external world (including the indi- 
vidual anatomically) as fundamental and consciousness as derived. 
The sociologist will have more sympathy for his contention that 
all consciousness is qualitatively the same, and that the more or 
less prevalent textbook distinction between animal consciousness, 
consciousness, and self-consciousness is a survival of the pre- 
evolutionary philosophy (pp. 70 ff.). His contention that there is 
no heredity of "intelligent" or socially co-ordinated instincts, be- 
cause inherited reactions are without objects at birth (p. 159), 
ought to be welcomed by the sociologists. However, such conten- 
tions as that society must be conscious of itself to exist (p. 100), 
that the individual is an original force, the product of his intelli- 
gence and not of social adjustment (p. 233), and his attempted re- 
vival of the natural rights and social contract theories on the basis 
of his philosophy of individualism (pp. 257 ff.) belong to the realm 
of pure subjectivism. His statement that the social problem is a 
purely practical one, one of technical adjustment (p. 297), appeals 
strongly until he discloses the fact that this adjustment is brought 
about only by "intelligent self-interest" (p. 298). 

Considerable ammunition is wasted on philosophical theories 
which never were entertained by the more advanced and practical 
sociologists. L L Bernard 

Western Reserve University 



The Jews: A Study of Race and Environment. By Maurice 
Fishberg. New York: Scribner, 1911. Pp. xix+578. 
This is a worthy addition to the "Contemporary Science Series." 
It is a capably written treatise by a Jewish author about his own 
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people. It will be of good service to students of anthropology and 
ethnology, as well as to Jews who desire to be well posted. It is 
packed with information. One hundred and forty illustrations 
from photographs are given; and a large bibliography of related 
titles is appended. Topics discussed are: the number and distribu- 
tion of Jews in the world; physical characters; types; origin of 
types; proselytism and intermarriage; demographic characteristics; 
pathological characteristics; social and economic conditions; edu- 
cation; occupations; criminality; political conditions; social disa- 
bilities; assimilation v. Zionism. 

The author works in view of the generally accepted conclusion 
that there are no "pure" races in the civilized world (chap. ii). 
Unlike most Jews, he is familiar with the Bible from the critical 
standpoint. He does not accept the traditional view of the Israelite 
conquest of Canaan as outlined in the Book of Joshua; for he 
points out, on the basis of the historical Bible books, that during 
the period of "Hebrew consolidation" there was a wide and sweep- 
ing assimilation of the Israelites with the earlier population of the 
land (chap. viii). On the whole, this is one of the best books on 
the subject that we have seen. 

Louis Wallis 



The Primary Cause of Antisemitism : An Answer to the Jewish 
Question. By Abraham S. Schomer. New York: Israel 
Publishing Co., 1909. Pp. xiii+162. 
The writer is obsessed by the idea that anti-Jewish prejudice 
arises from the fact that the Jews have no corporate identity. 
"Prejudice," he says, "is no more than a mental emotion caused by 
a phenomenon which the mind cannot understand and of which it 
can form no definite idea" (p. 68). He thinks that if the Jews 
could organize an international corporation which would give them 
a definite social character over against the rest of the world, then 
antisemitism would automatically disappear. "The cause of the 
emotion of prejudice against the Jews is that the mind cannot 
understand and explain what the collective body of Jews repre- 
sents" (p. 151). The remedy is a kind of sublimated Zionism, 
in the form of an "International Jewish Congress with Executive 
Officers" (p. 156). This "praescriptum" will take away all ground 
for prejudice against the Jews. 



